
 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
  

Student attendance is a significant issue at Meeniyan Primary. Countless 
studies have shown that missing any days from school will affect a student’s 
learning, with a major tipping point for those who miss 5+ days a term or 20+ 
days a year. 
 

Meeniyan Primary has traditionally averaged 10-20% of our students with 20+ 
days absent by the end of the year which results in an attendance rate of less 
than 90%. 
 

Last year we saw this number climb to 33% of students absent for 20+ days. A 
third of our school missing a minimum of one week per term. 
In 2023, with 3 weeks still to go in the year, 51% of our students have been 
absent for 20+days this year with an attendance rate of less than 90%. Over 
half of our students significantly affected by absence. 
 

The presumption that this change is due to COVID or the flow on effects of the 
epidemic are not reflected in neighbouring schools where the average 
percentage of students absent for 20+ days is 19%. 
 

We are now at a critical point. Attendance figures like this affect not only the 
students who are absent but the rest of their class and their teacher. School is a 
collaborative setting where students depend upon their classmates for fresh 
ideas, different ways of thinking and exposure to the simple fact that we are all 
different and learning how to deal with this. Teachers require consistent 
attendance so the group can synchronise and move as one. When students are 
absent teachers often must go back over concepts and work that have been 
missed, thus affecting their ability to move the group forward.  
 

As a staff, we are trialling different initiatives to improve attendance. The first is meeting individually with 
students to see what we can do to improve their attendance. 
 

In the meantime, please check your child’s attendance figures on Compass now and in the future. If they have 
attendance of less than 90%, drill down into why? Be open with your child’s teacher about their attendance 
issues and together find strategies to turn it around.  
 

Finally, take note of the 2024 important dates, listed in next fortnight’s newsletter. We have tried to combine 
student free days with public holidays so families can have getaways without missing extra days.  

 

Gene VanderZalm, Principal 
 
COMMUNICATION SURVEY 
Below is a link to the MPS Communication Survey.  If you have not already completed 
this via the Compass or Facebook posts yesterday, please complete this very quick 
survey to help us effectively communicate and provide necessary information to our 
families for 2024.   https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MYP9Y5L 
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CALENDAR 
 

Current      28/11 – 12/12 
30th Nov  -  Wellbeing day & sausage   
    sizzle 
5th Dec  -     Prep Beach Excursion 
5th Dec -      School Council, EoY 
7th Dec  -     Yr 6 Graduation 
    5.30 Student/Staff dinner 
    7.00 Presentation 
11th Dec -   Christmas raffle tickets &    
   prize donations due 
11th Dec -   Final assembly with school   
    awards, 2.30pm (please   
    note change of date) 
12th Dec -   Statewide Transition Day 
 

Upcoming 
13th Dec  -   Yr 6 students @ LSC for 2nd   
    transition day 
14th Dec  -   Yr 6 Pool Party 
15th Dec  -   Class parties 
15th Dec  -   Colour Run 
19th Dec -    Last day for students 
 

 

 

Dates for 2024  
 

A list of dates for 2024 will be in the 
next newsletter.  This will include 

term dates, camp dates and student 
free days. 

School News

Congratulations 
to Tyler W and family on      
the arrival of Makenzie. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MYP9Y5L
http://www.tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au/


 

2024 CLASSE STRUCTURE 
We are putting the final touches to our student class lists for 2024 and have now finalised our 2024 staffing: 
 

Prep – Claire Guy (4) Donna Giliam (1) 
1/2 RR – Bridget Rush (3) Donna Russell (2) 
1/2 SA – Jade Sanders (4) Mel Anderson (1) 
3/4 D – Gemma Dixon 

3/4 S – Finley Smith 
5O – Eloise O’Brien 
5P – Molly Patten 
6 DM –Eliza Dickie (3) Andrew Murray (2) 

 
SCHOOL RESOURCES 
As we fast approach the end of the year, we ask that all students return any library books and ‘Take Home’ 
reading books they have at home.  If you have any other school resources at home, we ask that these be returned 
to school also.  This is especially important for students who will be leaving us at the end of this year. 
 
END OF YEAR AND FINAL DAY FOR STUDENTS 
Our end of year assembly will be held on Monday 11th December at 2.30pm where we will hand out our school 
awards etc.   
Official classes finish on Friday 15th December.  On this day, Year 6 students will sign shirts, we will have a 
farewell assembly (students and staff only) and classes will have their class parties.  After lunch the whole school 
will participate in the Colour Fun Run. 
For students that may attend on Monday 18th & Tuesday 19th December, it will be an organisational day ie; 
cleaning and moving furniture.  Also, as mentioned in a previous newsletter, on that Monday, the student toilets 
will be removed to make way for the new toilet block to be installed over the summer holidays.  Students will 
need to use the staff toilets on these two days. 
 
COLOUR RUN 
As we get close to the end of the year and our Colour Run, our Parent Connect group are busy collating and 
placing orders for t-shirts and sunglasses which will go home with students the week before the event.  Students 
will not need to wear school uniform on this day, just come to school in your colour run outfit. 
Things to remember on the day: 

• White t-shirt 

• Sunglasses 

• Old runners/shoes - the colour powder and slime can make a mess of sneakers 

• Towel / change of clothing for after the colour run (optional) 
 
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
Last week, a flyer and book of tickets went home with students for our Christmas Raffle. If you would like extra 
raffle tickets, books are available from the office.  Tickets and money need to be returned to school by Monday 
11th December.  While we have an amazing hamper for the first prize winner, we are seeking donations from our 
MPS families for other raffle prizes.  Donations can be placed in the tub at the office.  The raffle will be drawn on 
Friday 15th December. 
 
WELLBEING DAY 
On Thursday 30th November, the Year 5 SPARC group and the JAT group will be holding a Wellbeing Dress up day.   

• Dress comfiest clothes that make you feel good and happy!  
• Sausage in bread $1.00   

 
1KM RUNNERS 
Well done to all our 1km runners. Each student gains 5 points each time they run, a bonus 5 for a PB and 3 for an 
equal PB.   
 

Last week we had 36 runners with- Sullivan, Nikita, Sophie M, Winne, Sam N, Christian, Tom, Taylor, Annabelle, 
Harvey, Kade, Heath, Hannah, Reed, Mia, Lola and Taya all scoring bonus points with a PB. First over the line this 
week was Sulivan on 4min 14 seconds - the fastest 1km time so far.  
 

Tarkyn is currently in the lead with 38 points, Lenny second on 33 points and Archie and Fergus equal third on 
30points – all participating in all the 1km runs.   
 

It is fantastic to see all the kids out there running the trail and thank you so much to Miss S who was champion 
cone collector this week!   

 



 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
In her late 80’s my Granny used to always say to me ‘life is quick’, she could never believe how quickly she had 
gone from being a school kid to an old lady. I often feel that now as I watch my kids and the kids in the 
community grow up, feeling the sands of time rush through my fingers and trying to grasp at it, to SLOW time 
down.   
 

Sounds impossible right? Well, this weekend I went to my daughter’s house in Hobart and I think time slowed… 
right… down. I was only there for 36 hours – 37 if you count that Jetstar delayed my return flight by an hour! That 
36-37 hours felt SLOW and gentle – unlike the 36 hours since I got home.  
 

I put this down to the wisdom of my daughter. She has chosen a life which is slower and gentler. Creating a home 
filled with treasures from the tip shop and meals made from the market gardens. She has chosen work that is 
gentle to her soul and makes enough money to survive, the pay off is time. She has time to create, read and be – 
and I was so lucky that she gifted that time to me this weekend (on her 21st birthday – where did that time 
go??).    
Donna Giliam, Primary Welfare Officer 
 
 

Students of Lisa Murray performed for their families last week in an end of year 
music concert. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
YEAR 3/4 AUTHORS 
Our young authors and illustrators (pictured right) who had their books on 
display at Nice Stack of Books for the last couple of weeks, have had some 
wonderful feedback from visitors to the store.  Below are just a few of the 
notes left for our students. 
 

Dear Charlotte 
We loved your book with the beautiful illustrations! 
Cath, Elfie & Maeve – Mt. Martha 
 

So glad Ernie won his race. Kept you guessing. 
Jessica’s Birthday -loved the opening of the doors. Great idea! 
I liked Luna & Cash’s day out and glad they found a dog restaurant!  -  Marea, Melbourne 
 

Dear all fabulous authors 
Your books are amazing.  So much effort and your story lines and illustrations are amazing.  -  Jo & Taylor 
 

Very impressed.  Love them ALL  -  Anonymous  
 

I think you are so very clever  -  Heather, Melbourne 
 

Fantastic! Great narratives.  You should all be very proud.  - Anonymous 
 

Dear Indie 
I loved reading about Pip and all of his friends!  I have a sheep dog called Toby who looks just like Pip (except he is 
very naughty). Amazing book!! I hope to read more about Pip’s adventures soon  -   Eleanor, South Yarra   
 



 

The following Community News articles promote community connections and communications.    
They are not considered school activities. 

 
Faye’s Farewell: 
Meeniyan pre-school is inviting all past and present parents, students, committee members and staff to come 
and help Faye Sinclair celebrate her 30 years of service at our wonderful kinder. Monday 18th December at 
3:30pm in the Supper room of the Meeniyan Hall. Afternoon tea will be supplied. For any enquiries please 
contact Natalie via email: natgoodfellow@gmail.com  
  
Gippsland Soccer: 
Join Gippsland soccer in 2024. Chat with your local club to see how to get involved w: gippslandsoccer.com.au  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS 
WHAT WE EXPECT AT MEENIYAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

❖ Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

❖ We have zero tolerance of any abuse of children. 

❖ We have policies and procedures in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children. 

❖ There are clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with our students. 

❖ The new Child Safe Standards go further than child protection arrangements did in the past. 

❖ The Child Safe Standards apply to school staff, volunteers, contractors, visitors and students’ family members. 

❖ Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. 

❖ To ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how we would like you to support us. 

❖ Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a condition of working with us if 

they work with children enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present while they are 

at the school. 

Please see further information on Child Safe Standards on our school website. 
Community members are encouraged to raise any concerns about child abuse with the Principal or report directly to Child 

Protection / Police. 
 

mailto:natgoodfellow@gmail.com

