
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Vale Thomas Granland 
It is with deep sadness that the school acknowledges the sad passing of 
one of our Meeniyan Primary parents, Thomas Granland. Tom fought the 
effects of brain cancer for several years and sadly lost his battle last week. 
The school extends our deepest sympathies to Jane, Sienna, Josh and the 
rest of their extended family and friends. 
 
Building and Grounds Improvements 

• Last week, the government announced that Meeniyan PS would 

receive $25000 to put towards Shade Sails in 2022. The school 

plans to incorporate the sails as part of a new amphitheatre at the 

south-east corner of the oval thus providing an outdoor learning 

space for the school. In time, we hope that this space will be 

available for school assemblies and other events. 

• Take a walk around the school grounds and you will notice some 

bright new additions to the pavement. A school logo, counting 

grids, various games and letter patterns are further supports to 

taking our learning outdoors and beyond the walls of the 

classroom. 

• Over the summer months, keep an eye out for a new garden 

along the front of the school as well as new fencing and gates 

around the school’s boundary. We are also awaiting our new 

student toilet block still….the jobs are certainly building 

up…fingers crossed we get all these projects completed soon. 

2022 Staffing 
The school will see several changes to our staffing list in 2022. At the end of Term 1 we will say farewell to 
Kath Gilbert after more than twenty years of service to our school. Kath has been an integral part of Meeniyan 
being the school it is today and can look back fondly on all that she has given to our school. She will be a tutor at 

the school in term 1 before retiring to warmer and sunnier lands       Also leaving, to have her second child, is one 
of our Prep teachers, Jade Sanders. We wish Jade and Kyle all the best over the coming months and are excited to 
meet the new addition to the family. Another major change includes Jo Healy moving out of the classroom and 
into a fulltime Learning Specialist role where she will oversee teaching and learning via a coaching role. As a 
result of these changes the school welcomes Emma Lester back to the classroom as well as two new teachers, 
Chloe Pittaway and Molly Patten.  Other roles include: 
 

Prep – Claire Guy Gr 1 – Peter Helms Gr 1 – Donna Russell Gr 2 – Chloe Pittaway 

3/4 – Emma Lester 3/4  - Molly Patten 5/6 – Eliza Dickie 5/6 – Peter Harris 

 
           Gene VanderZalm 
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Contact Us   5664 7382      e: meeniyan.ps@education.vic.gov.au    w:www.tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au 

Supervision Times:     8:15  Mornings Duty              3.20  -4:00 Afternoon Bus Duty    

CALENDAR 
 

Current 16/11 – 23/11 
16th Nov -   School Council meeting 
17th Nov -   3-6 Swimming  
18th Nov -   3-6 Swimming  
 
Upcoming 
26th Nov -   Walk to school day 
7th Dec -     State wide transition day 
9th Dec –    Year 6 Graduation 
13th Dec -   Year 6 Pool party 
16th Dec -   Class Christmas parties 
16th Dec -   Students last day, 3.20pm   
   finish 
 

17th Dec     - Pupil Free 
 

31st Jan 2022 -   Student’s first day 
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
The newsletter is compiled on Monday. 

All items need to be submitted by 1:30pm 
to be included 

  
Date Correction – Year 6 Pool Party 

 
The date for the pool party was 

incorrectly printed in last week’s 
newsletter. 

The pool party will be held on  
Monday 13th December 

 

http://www.tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au/


PREP BEACH EXCURSION 
Parents/carers who have not yet consented and paid for the Prep Beach Excursion on Tuesday 30th November, 
can do so via Compass.  This event payment portal will be open until Friday 26th November, after which it will 
close off to parents. 
Although Compass is our preferred method, you are welcome to pay via Direct Deposit or with cash to the office.  
If this is the case, you will need to print a hard copy of your child’s consent form and return it to school. 
 
 

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
Again, it is hard to write the words for this week’s newsletter. I usually find words for everything; words help 
make sense of things for me. Yet here I am lost words for our students Josh and Sienna as they navigate the 
world, without their dad Thomas and for Jane who now will do life without her partner.   
 

Today, I stood out on the oval, in the quiet and tried to make some sense of this. Tears dropped and nothing 
came clear. Nothing actually made this seem fair or just.   
 

We let the tears drop here at school, our hearts aching for the Granland family and the path they need to take 
right now. And when you are ready, we will be here at school to do what we do best – to support and educate 
with wisdom, love and care.   
 

Rest in peace Thomas Granland.   
 

Donna Giliam, Primary Welfare Officer 
 
 

 
 
 

The following Community News articles promote community connections and 
communications.  

They are not considered school activities 
 

MDU Cricket Blasters: 
Cricket Blasters is starting this Thursday (18th November) at the Meeniyan 
Rec Reserve.  The walking bus will leave MPS at 3.30 each week for a 4pm 

start.  Please text 0407 369 492 if you intend on using this service. 
 
Meeniyan Basketball – Return of tops: 
There will be a collection tub held at the office for any children that have 
a Meeniyan basketball playing top.  Please return ASAP.  Or, alternatively, 
drop to the stadium on a Tuesday or Wednesday night between 6.30 – 
8.30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  
☺ Eden P for using persistence when reading. 
☺ Harvey T for the way he works independently. 
☺ Astrid H for working hard to make connections in her literacy understanding. 
☺ Winnie S for showing fantastic integrity to finish her systeme solaire. 
☺ Joseph W for consistently showing excellent listening. 
☺ Penny C for excellent integrity in completing her systeme solaire. 
☺ Molly M for being focused and giving effort to all of her learning. 
☺ Edith C for consistently working hard and giving effort. 
☺ Josh A for having a fantastic attitude toward maths tasks. 
☺ Aylah H for having a go at all camp activities with a huge smile. 
☺ Corey R for a fantastic ‘have a go’ attitude on camp. 

Some of our 5/6 students had an 
unexpected visitor last Friday. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS 
WHAT WE EXPECT AT MEENIYAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

❖ Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

❖ We have zero tolerance of any abuse of children. 

❖ We have policies and procedures in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children. 

❖ There are clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with our students. 

❖ The new Child Safe Standards go further than child protection arrangements did in the past. 

❖ The Child Safe Standards apply to school staff, volunteers, contractors, visitors and students’ family members. 

❖ Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. 

❖ To ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how we would like you to support us. 

❖ Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a condition of working with us if they 

work with children enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present while they are at the 

school. 

Please see further information on Child Safe Standards on our school website. 
Community members are encouraged to raise any concerns about child abuse with the Principal or report directly to Child 

Protection / Police. 
 
 


