
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

LEARNING SPECIALIST’S REPORT 
With many things changing in our lives over the past 12 months it can be 
easy to forget about the small things that happen in schools that we 
occasionally take for granted. It had been almost 2 years since Meeniyan PS 
had a performer come and share their knowledge and skills with us, but last 
week we were fortunate enough to have this happen again. We had the 
captivating Sean Choolburra attend Meeniyan PS to present his cultural 
show, engaging and educating both students and teachers about Indigenous 
artefacts and history. It was fantastic to see so many students willing to 
participate in the interactive learning opportunities, by dancing and 
performing with no inhibitions!  

This week our students in Years 3 and 5 will be participating in the 2021 
National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). These 
students will complete four separate assessments over the course of the 
week (Reading, Writing, Numeracy and Conventions of Language). All we 
expect is that students come to school with a ‘have a go’ attitude, and a 
willingness to try their best. Just like any other day.  

As classroom teachers we have noticed the benefits of parents allowing 
students to walk themselves into school each morning this term. Students 
are building independence by preparing for their day and organising their 
belongings, whilst teachers are busy preparing for the day of learning and 
touching base with students. At afternoon pick up however, parents are 
more than welcome to come into the school to collect students or speak to 
teachers.       `   
       Peter Harris 

SCHOOL BIKE RIDE 
Families, come and enjoy the LAST Friday of Autumn on 
our school bike ride (or walk or run), make the most of our gorgeous Rail Trail 
before the weather sets in. 
How lovely for old friends to catch up and new families to be welcomed to 
the Meeniyan Primary School Family! 
Please note, parents are responsible for their own children.  
The ride will be happening on Friday 28th of May.  Meet near at the old train 
station at 3:45 - ride starts at 4pm.  Basic Sausage Sizzle starts at 5pm. 
$10 per family (cash only).  Any questions please contact Donna Giliam Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au 
Please complete the slip at the end of the newsletter and return to school by Friday 14th May. 
 
MACS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Our wonderful Meeniyan Area Community Shop (MACS) are desperately seeking volunteers.  We are looking for 
parents or grandparents who can spare an hour or two each week, fortnight or month, to work for our school.  The 
money we receive from MACS helps support our IT budget.  If you are interested, please contact the school office.   
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Contact Us   5664 7382      e: meeniyan.ps@education.vic.gov.au    w:www.tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au 

Supervision Times:     8:15  Mornings Duty              3.20  -4:00 Afternoon Bus Duty    

CALENDAR 
 

Current 11/5 – 18/5 
14th May – Yr 7 applications due 
14th May – Sausage sizzle forms due 
18th May – School Council, 7pm 
 
Upcoming 
19th May -  2022 Prep Information 

Session, 6.30pm 
21st May – Winter Sport Yr 5/6 
27th May – PST Open night 
28th May – Winter Sport Yr 5/6 
28th May – School bike ride  
28th May – Zoo consent/payment due 
1st June –   Cross Country 
3rd June –  Zoo Excursion Yrs 3-6 
4th June  -  Division Cross Country 
14th June – Queen’s Birthday Public 

Holiday 
15th June – School Council, 7pm 
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
The newsletter is compiled on Monday. 

All items need to be submitted by 1:30pm 
to be included 

 

 

 

HAVE YOU RETURNED? 
 

❖ Year 7 applications for 2022 
 

❖ Zoo excursion consent & 
payment (Yrs 3-6) 

 

 

UNIFORM SALE  
 

 Jumpers/jackets/vest $15 each 
 Polo shirts $10 each. 

Cash only-available from the office. 
 

See stock details at the end of the 
newsletter 

mailto:Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au/


RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS 
My sister in-law once told me that under no circumstances could her husband be tickled. She explained that he had 
been tickled tortured as a child and it makes him feel panicked and scared. 
I had trouble processing this because my experiences with being tickled had been playful and fun. When I said stop 
or no more or please don't or my body language showed that I was not enjoying it, the tickler would STOP and they 
would LISTEN to me.  
 

This kept coming to mind when I went to a Sexual Education and consent Professional Development at the beginning 
of the month.  
 

The Professional Development among other things was about how to teach 'consent' in schools and how that 
teaching changes as our students get older.  
 

I was listening to this with my teacher hat on and my mum hat. Thinking about the things that I needed to reflect on 
at home to ensure that my kids learn about consent. To not only protect themselves but also to ensure they are 
showing respect to others.  
 

Some good pointers I got from this was 
• teaching our kids about NO or STOP are not words to negotiate with or try to convince someone otherwise. 

Those words mean NO or STOP.  
• teaching our kids about boundaries - just because someone looks so huggable does not mean they like to be 

hugged, you need consent and there are alternatives, like high fives or a wave or a smile.  
• While it is important to know how to share it is also OK not to share ALL your toys, teaching our kids about 

boundaries is teaching them consent.  
• Having conversations about body language (or in my house it is the body language of our poor little cats) we 

can do that when we are watching shows or reading books with our kids or when they are trying to carry a 
cat which is obviously wanting OUT! 

These are some of the ways we can teach our kids to keep themselves and other safe and comfortable.  
Donna Giliam, Primary Welfare Officer  Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
☺ Marlee B for listening to sounds and writing more independently. 
☺ Heath G for being quick to recognise the little things that help keep our classroom organised. 
☺ Kieran S for working thoughtfully to improve his writing. 
☺ Blake P for always showing kindness to others by being inclusive. 
☺ Cooper W for being a fair, encouraging team member in maths. 
☺ Sophie S for her effort and care to rework her writing. 
☺ Corey R for being kind and caring. 
☺ Danielle P for persisting to improve all learning areas. 

YARD DRAW AWARD  
☺ Olive S for picking up rubbish. 

HOUSE POINTS   Last Week: Waratah   Overall: Bluegum 
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The following Community News articles promote community connections and communications.   
They are not considered school activities 

 
Leongatha Secondary College, Year 7 Information Evening: 
An invitation is extended to Grade 4,5 & 6 students and their parents, to attend college presentations about the 
programs and opportunities LSC has to offer for 2022 and beyond on Thursday 20th May at 6pm.  Register your 
attendance prior to the evening for Covid tracing at https://compasstix.com/e/ei83g7r5lo 
 
Meeniyan Community Cupboard: 
A great new community project in Meeniyan has just begun.  The Meeniyan Community Cupboard is a green metal 
cupboard placed near the Meeniyan Community Garden. The cupboard contains basic non-perishable household 
goods and is available to those in need of this support.  The cupboard is available 24 hrs/day and we ask that the 
cupboard and its contents be treated with respect and consideration for others. Good quality and ‘in date’ donations 
and financial support are always welcome.  Please contact Lauren at Bread & Pickles café or phone Rosie on 
0438644230. Perishables are available on request. 
 
FREE 1-2-3 Magic & Emotion Coaching Program: 
This is an online program for parents, designed to help you dissolve difficult behaviour in children ages 2-12.  The 
program runs over 5 sessions starting Thursday 27th May at 12.00pm and teaches parents how to discipline without 
arguing, yelling or smacking, handle challenging behaviours and encourage good behaviours.  Bookings are essential, 
contact Mark Brookes, Group Work Facilitator, Uniting Gippsland on 5662 5150 or mark.brookes@vt.uniting.org  

 

 
 
UNIFORM SALE STOCK AVAILABILITY   
 
 

Size 4 & 5 Size 6 Size 10 

1 x Polo shirt size 4 
3 x Polar fleece vest size 4 
 

1 x windcheater size 5 

3 x boys track pants  
$20 each (RRP 27.00) 
 

1 x boys shorts  $15 (RRP 21.00) 
 

1 x Culottes  $20 (RRP 25.00) 

Size 7-8 Size 14 Size 16 

1 x Polar Fleece vest 4 x Polar fleece vest size 14 
3 x Polo shirt size 14 
1 x windcheater size 14 
 

11 x Polo shirts 
2 x windcheater 
3 x Polar fleece vest 
3 x Polar fleece jacket 
3 x Bomber jacket 

 
 
 

 

SOUP DAY THIS FRIDAY, 14th May 
 

Pumpkin Soup $1 
 

Enjoy a warm, yummy lunch kindly  
donated by Jess Bright. 

 

Organised by the Junior Action Team 

mailto:mark.brookes@vt.uniting.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sausage Sizzle for Family Bike Ride 
(Return to school by Friday 14th May) 

 
 
 
Family__________________________________________           No. of Sausages______________ 
 
 
 

I have enclosed $10 cash   
 
 
 
 

 

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS 
WHAT WE EXPECT AT MEENIYAN PRIMARY SCHOOL 

❖ Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

❖ We have zero tolerance of any abuse of children. 

❖ We have policies and procedures in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children. 

❖ There are clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with our students. 

❖ The new Child Safe Standards go further than child protection arrangements did in the past. 

❖ The Child Safe Standards apply to school staff, volunteers, contractors, visitors and students’ family members. 

❖ Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. 

❖ We want to ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how we would like you to support     

us. 

❖ Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a condition of working with us if they 

work with children enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present while they are at the 

school. 

Please see further information on Child Safe Standards on our school website. 
Community members are encouraged to raise any concerns about child abuse with the Principal or report directly to Child 

Protection / Police. 


