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CALENDAR

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
As a collection of students, the 2021 school year has started as smoothly as
anyone could have hoped for. I put this down to two simple reasons:
1. The preparedness of our staff
2. The preparedness of our students thanks to their Parents and Carers.
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of our staff for the many days
and hours they spent over the summer break preparing for the school year.
The time and effort you put into this preparation means you and your
students get to kick-off the year on the right foot and make the most of
your time at school.
Each class has spent the first few days getting into the routines of the class
and setting clear expectations for everyone. Please reinforce with your
child at home that school is about so much more than filling your brain
with knowledge. Practising various skills and attitudes and sometimes
working outside your comfort zone are all part of what we see as
LEARNING 
Code Red Days
Meeniyan Primary is identified as a school at risk from Grassfire. Over the
holidays the Victorian Government changed its regulations in relation to
the Code Red fire danger rating, for schools that possess a threat from
Bushfires and Grassfires. Now, when a day is rated at a Code Red fire
danger level the school and any associated bus runs will be closed. Nobody,
including all staff and students are allowed to be on site on one of these
days. In the event that a day is rated as Code Red the school will notify all
families via Compass. It seems unlikely that we will have a Code Red day
this summer as they usually come about after a period of extreme heat and
dry conditions.
Gene VanderZalm, Principal

Current 2/2 – 9/2
3rd Feb – NO PREPS
8th Feb – Prep Nursing Questionnaires
due
Upcoming
10th Feb – NO PREPS
12th Feb – Waratah Swimming
15th Feb – Student Free Day
16th Feb – School Council 7pm
17th Feb – District Swimming
17th Feb – NO PREPS
18th Feb – Welcome Evening 5.30pm
18th Feb – Book Club orders close
24TH Feb – NO PREPS
25th Feb – School Photos
25th Feb – Parent Student Teacher
Interviews
5TH Mar – Stuart’s Cup
8th Mar – Labour Day (pupil free)
12th Mar – Waratah Sports 3-6
16th Mar – School Council AGM, 7pm
26th Mar – District Athletics
1st Apr – Last day Term 1
NEWSLETTER ITEMS
The newsletter is compiled on Monday.
All items need to be submitted by 1:30pm
to be included

Newsletters
Newsletters will go home on
Tuesdays with the eldest child in
the family.
Newsletters are also available on
Compass and our website.

Assembly
SCHOOL’S PRIVACY POLICY
Our weekly gathering will now be
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal
on Thursday afternoons at 3pm on
the Basketball Court.
information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as
Parents/carers are invited to
stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy.
attend.
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement,
found on our website [tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au].
For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.
BOOK CLUB
The first Scholastic Book Club catalogue has been distributed today. Please place all orders via the LOOP app on your
phone, or via the Scholastic website by COB Wednesday 18th February. Please do not send orders into the school
office.

LATE ARRIVALS
If your child arrives to school late, parents must come in and sign them in on the Compass Kiosk.

ABSENCES
Please report your child/ren’s absence to school. This can be done via the Compass app (preferable) or a phone call
to the office, press 1 and leave a message. By entering your child’s absence through Compass, the information is fed
directly through to the class roll, informing the teacher of their absence and the reason. You can also enter future
absences for your child (eg. Medical appointment, family holiday).
To record an absence:
 Tap the compass home page (the page with your child/rens photo) and press on the child’s photo
 Select ‘Approvals’ at the top of the screen (3rd tab). You will see any previously entered approvals
 Press on the blue circle with the plus sign at the bottom right hand corner
 Fill in Reason, Details and start and end date of absence
 Tap ‘Add Approval’
CAMPS, SPORT & EXCURSIONS FUND – APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting
activities.
If you have a valid means-tested concession card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card
or Pensioner Concession Card, or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible. There is also a special
consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families. Your concession card must be valid as at 27/01/2021.
Payment amounts this year are $125 for eligible primary school students. Payments are made direct to the school to
use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions and sporting activities for the benefit of your child.
If you applied for CSEF through our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year,
unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
If you would like to apply for the first time, please contact the school office on 5664 7382 or email
meeniyan.ps@eduation.vic.gov.au and request an application form.
Check with the school office if you are unsure, and please return completed forms to the school office as soon as
possible.
ESSENTIAL STUDENT ITEMS LEVY
Thank you to those parents who have made payment, either in the office or by direct deposit into our account, for
their children’s Essential Items. We still have a number of families who are still to pay this levy and we ask that ALL
payments are made promptly.
NOTES
There are several notes coming home today which need to be completed and returned promptly. New families will
not need to complete these forms.
1. Family Contact Details: It is extremely important that we have your most up to date details. If your family has a
new Prep this year, you are not required to fill this is as we should have your up to date details.
2. Local Travel Consent: Consent for local excursions eg. class walks around town, visiting MACS etc.
3. Chaplaincy consent: Consent to work with the School Chaplain in a class or small group settings.
BUS COMMUNICATION
1. It is school practice to follow the last notification by parents or carers regarding bus travel and
not rely on verbal messages relayed by students. If a misunderstanding occurs or there is
confusion, we endeavour to contact parents.
2. Parents/ Carers of bus travellers who are not going home on the bus on any given night MUST
notify the office prior to the end of the day. A phone call or note to school is required.
3. If the arrangements are permanent, eg. tennis for the whole of Term 1, please request a
‘change of arrangement’ form from the office. At the conclusion of your child’s participation it is your
responsibility to contact the office and have the arrangements revert back.
PREP SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAM
The School Nursing Program questionnaires were distributed to Prep student at the end of last week. Parents are to
complete the questionnaire and return it in the envelope no later than next Monday (8th February).

WELCOME EVENING
We are so excited to invite the whole school community to the school oval for our welcome
evening on the 18th of February. BYO picnic blanket and picnic dinner and catch up with old
friends and make some new ones. The new Year 6 leaders will also be presented with their
leadership badges. We can't wait to see you there from 5:30- 7pm (ish)
MACS-VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Meeniyan and Community Shop is a valuable resource for the town both as a retail outlet and a
community meeting place. Each year parents staff the store for a short time each week and in turn,
provides financial support to the school. This is one of our major fundraisers for the year.
We would really like this to continue and seek volunteers to help out. If you are interested please email
the school at meeniyan.ps@education.vic.gov.au
HELPERS WANTED - WE NEED YOU!!!!
It was so exciting to see the carpark full and so many parents and pre-schoolers back in the school on the first day
after not being able to have families in the school for a big chunk of 2020. I am sure many of you were excited to be
able to come back in the gates too! Lots of our opportunities to have volunteers were paused for 2020 but it looks
like we can have helpers back in a COVID safe way for 2021.
Anyone who has been on Tarwin Valley Connect over the years, please come back! Those who are interested in
being part of this group please join! The Connect group works together to create opportunities for our school
families to connect with each other and will often organise fundraising events too. Some of the events and activities
we have worked on in the past are, Trivia nights, school bike rides, the Year 6 graduations and fundraising BBQs in
the community. We usually meet once or twice a month and it is a lovely way to be involved in your child's school.
We are also looking for people to be part of our Side-by-Side program. Side by Side volunteers come into our school
and work with children either individually or in small groups. The student / group they work with would be the same
each visit and the activities you do will be inspired by a combination of the child's interests and your own skills. Over
the years we have had a knitting group, a birdwatching group, electronics, cooking, sewing and many other creative
and wonderful projects. The commitment to this is flexible and the program and connections for both the kids and
adults is priceless.
AND we need helpers for our Breakfast Club on Thursday mornings from 8:15-9:15am.
Please be in touch with Donna Giliam if you have the time to be part of any of these programs, at any level of
commitment. Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
I was lucky to start my teaching career out in a little Aboriginal community called Mutijulu, right under Uluru in the
Northern Territory.
The children I taught out there were magic (just like your children) they would have me in fits of laughter in one
moment and in the next I would be shedding a tear while reading their writing or while they shared a story with me.
One day I was introducing persuasive writing. I was explaining that we use persuasive writing to try and get people
to share our point of view and we can get our readers to reconsider their thinking. I tried to make it relevant by
talking about the climb at Uluru. I asked the kids if they climbed Uluru, which of course they did not as it was a
sacred site and had been for 40,000 or more years. I asked them if others did and of course at that time thousands of
people did each year. I asked them how they felt about people climbing on their sacred sites. I was trying to get the
“fire in the belly” before they started to write. There was much conversation about this but one of the boys broke
my heart with his answer “white fellas will do what they want anyway” and a tear of shame instantly slipped down
my cheek. How could this gorgeous young human feel so powerless on his own land?
I was so excited when the climb was closed in October 2019 and I hoped closing the climb told that boy and others
that Anangu (the traditional owners of Uluru) have a voice and they have a voice to make changes and decisions for
our country.
I was also excited these holidays to hear the one word change in the National Anthem. Instead of saying we are
“young and free” It has been changed to “we are one and free” so that our children are singing a song of
inclusiveness each Monday instead of one that excludes the thousands of years of human life that makes this land
ancient, not young.
What a marvellous start to 2021!
Please remember if you need a chat or a meal or would like me to catch up with your child please be in touch
Donna.giliam@education.vic.gov.au
Donna Giliam, Primary Welfare Officer

The following Community News articles promote community connections and communications.
They are not considered school activities

Meeniyan Junior Basketball:
Commences Wednesday 17th Febraury & Friday 19th February 2021.
Wednesdays from 3.30pm Aussie Hoops 5-7 yo (Possible 2 times/groups), Mini's from 4:15 or 5pm (TBC) 7-9
yo. Friday's from 4:30pm Intermediate's 9-12yo, Youth from 5:45pm or 6:30pm (TBC) 12-15yo.
Basketball Vic Insurance/Rego applies plus fees ($50 new players & $25 for last years players that had there season
cut short) Registration must be completed by 11th Feb to confirm that you are playing. NO players will be accepted
after this date.
Please see our Facebook page (Meeniyan Basketball Association) for futher details and Registration information. If
no Facebook please call Kim Byrnes on 0427346048
Girl Guides:
Girl Guides are a volunteer, world wide organisation for girls and women, enabling skills in leadership, teamwork,
community service, the outdoors, guiding traditions and craft. Girls aged 7 years and over, come and try:
Leongatha District meet Wednesdays – Chris Oliver 0428 644 397 or e: guides@guidesvic.org.au

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS
WHAT WE EXPECT AT MEENIYAN PRIMARY SCHOOL
 Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe.
 We have zero tolerance of any abuse of children.
 We have policies and procedures in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children.
 There are clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with our students.
 The new Child Safe Standards go further than child protection arrangements did in the past.
 The Child Safe Standards apply to school staff, volunteers, contractors, visitors and students’ family members.
 Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility.
 We want to ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how we would like you to support
us.
 Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a condition of working with us if they
work with children enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present while they are at the
school.
Please see further information on Child Safe Standards on our school website.
Community members are encouraged to raise any concerns about child abuse with the Principal or report directly to Child
Protection / Police.

