
 
 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

Feedback. We’ve all given it, we’ve all received it. Sometimes we seek it out 
and other times it smacks us square in the face. We like feedback from some 
people and from others, I’m sure we wished they would keep it to 
themselves. However, as a school, we know it is one of the most important, if 
not the most important, factors in any learning.  
 

Here is the catch; over a third of all feedback has a negative effect on 
learning! Ask any adult about their memories of school and they will be able 
to share a mixture of highs and lows. Some will recall that one teacher who 
took the time to help them and give them the direction they required, 
feedback! Others will recall unpleasant memories where they felt 
embarrassed and singled out. Being placed in certain groups, ranked 
alongside their classmates, are all forms of feedback. It is these forms of 
feedback, the feedback that is not even intended, that we need to be mindful 
of.  
 

Feedback is synonymous with relationships. As parents we give our fair share 
to our children every day. With our partners, there is a constant exchange of 
information. It is not always verbal and even when it is, it sometimes has 
little effect (my wife has told me about that job 1,000 times so why don’t I do 
it?). Here is what we do know; the more feedback goes both ways, the more 
likelihood it will have an effect. As adults, this seems like common sense. No 
successful adult relationship can be all one way. With our students, we are 
learning that this is just the same.  
 

At TVPS, we regularly ask our students and parents what is working with 
student learning and what needs to change. This is the easy part, it is not 
hard asking questions. Knowing how to receive this feedback and act on it is 
the tricky part, but this is where we are really lucky. Being part of a 
wonderful school community built on trust and acceptance means acting on 
feedback is far more likely. I want to thank the entire school community for 
the feedback they have given our school this year and we look forward to 
sharing even more feedback in future. 

Principal, Gene VanderZalm 
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Contact Us:      56 647 382        e:tarwin.valley.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au w:www.tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au 

Supervision Times:     8:15  Mornings Duty                 -4:00 Afternoon Bus Duty   Assembly: Wednesdays 3pm 

CALENDAR 
This week 30/10 – 06/10 
30th Oct -  Information night for 2020   
  prep parents, 6.30pm 
31st Oct -  2020 Yr 6 uniform orders due 
31st Oct – Wellbeing Day/Walk to   
  school 
4th Nov –  Pupil Free Day 
5th Nov –  Melbourne Cup (pupil free ) 
 
Upcoming 
8th Nov –  Yr P-2 swimming commences 
8th Nov –  Yr 6 Fruit cake and cash   
  due to school 
18th Nov -  Prep Beach Excursion 
19th Nov – School Council 7pm 
10th Dec -  State Wide Orientation Day 
10th Dec – School Council EoY 
12th Dec – Yr 6 Graduation Evening 
16th Dec-   End of Year Celebration 
17th Dec -  Christmas Bake up Day 
18th Dec – Class parties 
19th Dec – Last day of term for   
  students 
20th Dec – Last day of term for staff 
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
The newsletter is compiled on Monday 
afternoons. All items need to be 
submitted by 2:20pm to be included. 

 

 

Wellbeing day & Walk to 
School 

  

Thursday 31st October 
 

Drop off / starting points for bus 
travellers and families joining the 
walk to school are in last week’s 

newsletter. 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
 Destiny W for her positive attitude and focus during reading sessions. 
 Edith C for her commitment to improve her expression and phrasing when reading aloud. 
 Josh A for excellent home reading effort. 
 Brody S for maintaining a high level of self-management and organisation during our Term 4 writing focus. 
 Lucas M for improving his self-management and sportsmanship. 
 Aylah H for showing determination to overcome her fear. 
 Ruby M for her engagement during group discussions. 

LAST WEEK’S YARD DRAW AWARD 
 Charlotte H for a garbage free lunch. 

HOUSE POINTS  Weekly winner:   Bluegum      Overall Winner:    Bluegum 
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The Science room is a smelly and exciting place. All sorts of things have been 
happening in this smelly exciting room this term. Last week 3/4 RT went for a 
bush walk and participated in the Great Aussie Bird Count, 5/6H have been 
auditing our general waste with Lyndal from ResourceSmart (which was a very 
hands on experience with the bin!) and 3/4 GG class have made their own re-
usable shopping bags out of recycled materials. Thank you to Jenneke, Tillani, 
Lynda, Adriana together with Charlottes & Indie’s Great Grandma Flo, for 
bringing in their machines and using their expertise working with our kids 
fabulous imaginations to create these bags. 

 
SHOE BOXES 
Prep G are collecting shoe boxes for a project.  If you have any ready to be 
reused, please send them along to Mrs Guy at school. 

The following Community News articles promote community connections and communications.  They are not considered school activities 
 

Junior Cricket Blasters: 
Junior Blasters will start at Meeniyan Recreation Reserve, Thursday November 7th.  4pm – 5pm.  To register ; 
https://playreg.cricket.com.au/pages/noauth/programsignup.aspx?type=2012&prodid=58563&id=60996&entityid=1
268 
 

And follow the prompts.  Although the recommended age is from 5-7 when you register for this program, MDUCC 
invites all children from Prep – 6.  Groups will be allocated according to ability.  So come on down and have a go!!! 
 

Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact Phil Allen – 0408 366 229 
 
Open Gardens Day: 
The Meeniyan Progress Association presents, Open Gardens Day with a Sustainability Focus. 
When:  Sarurday 2nd November (Melbourne cup weekend) 
Cost:  $10 per adult 
Includes:  6 unique local gardens, Schreurs & Sons farm and gardening education by “Grow Lightly” at the Meeniyan 
community Garden 
Tickets and maps available at Meeniyan Hall foyer on the day from 9am – 3pm.    For further information, phone 
Peter Twigg on 0457 221 438   
 
Australian Government Mobile Service Centre: 
The Australian Government Mobile Service Centre is supporting rural communities by providing convenient access to 
It’s payments and services.  This specialised vehicle offers a wide range of face to face and self service assistance for 
rural families, older Australians, students, job seekers, people with disability, carers, farmers and self-employed 
people.  You can visit the Mobile Service Centre:    Opposite Moos café, Whitelaw Street, Meeniyan on Monday 11th 
November, 9am – 4pm. 
Staff can also help you create a myGov account. myGov is a simple and secure way to access government services 
online.  For more information, go to humanservices.gov.au/mobileoffice 
 

Congratulations 
to Nikita and family on the 

arrival of Mikealia. 
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BELEZA PAKENHAM CLOSED FOR RENOVATIONS 
Dear Valued School Community,  
We would like to inform you of the temporary closure of our Beleza Pakenham Store during their renovations. The 
purpose of these renovations is to make improvements for the benefit of our staff and customers. These renovations 
will create a much neater store with a ceiling and walls added within the warehouse structure. Along with heating 
and cooling to make the temperature of the store comfortable for anyone who enters.  
The Beleza Pakenham Store will be closed from Sunday 1st December 2019 and will re-open on Thursday 2nd January 
2020.  
During this period uniforms will be available on our online store with free shipping when using the code provided at 
checkout: FP-PAKENHAM  
Thank you for your support, understanding and patience during this update. 
Kind regards,  
Beleza Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS 
WHAT WE EXPECT AT TARWIN VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

 We have zero tolerance of any abuse of children. 

 We have policies and procedures in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children. 

 There are clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with our students. 

 The new Child Safe Standards go further than child protection arrangements did in the past. 

 The Child Safe Standards apply to school staff, volunteers, contractors, visitors and students’ family 

members. 

 Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. 

 We want to ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how we would like you 

to support us. 

 Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a condition of working with 

us if they work with children enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present 

while they are at the school. 

Please see further information on Child Safe Standards on our school website. 
Community members are encouraged to raise any concerns about child abuse with the Principal or report directly 

to Child Protection / Police. 


