
 
 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR PARENT OPINION 

SURVEYS!!!!! 
 

With less than a week to go our school is well behind the minimum 
completion rates with only 20 out of 54 parents (37%) having completed 
their surveys online. These annual surveys form a crucial part of the 
department of education’s understanding of what is happening in our 
schools and flows through into programs and funding that the department 
provides for us. In order to achieve the best for our school and students, we 
need these surveys completed by next Sunday August 11th. 
 
The student’s annual ‘Attitudes to School Survey’ results came through last week and it is pleasing to note that the 
results were up in every single area. This is a great outcome and just reward for the hard work that we as a school 
community have been putting into making Tarwin Valley an even better school  

Principal, Gene VanderZalm 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
The Meeniyan Farmers market has put first offer out to our school to an undercover space to run an egg and bacon 
stand as a fundraiser, each market (second Sunday of each month).  
This is a fabulous way to fundraise for our school, enjoy the atmosphere of the market and chat to people in your 
community. I used to help out at the Foster Market when my daughter was at primary school and the days were 
always such fun.  
We are looking for someone to volunteer their time to co-ordinate the bacon and egg stall each market as other 
schools in the area have done. 
You would need to organise a roster and people to order and collect food. It might be hard to commit to be there 
each month but you can roster other people to do so.  The more people you can get to help, the easier your job will 
be - I can promise it will be fun for the person who puts their hand up for it.  
If you are interested in co-ordinating this or helping one or two markets a year please get in touch with Donna Giliam 
on giliam.donna.d@edumail.vic.gov.au  or call the school on a Friday.    
 

PIE DRIVE DISTRIBUTION 
Pie orders will be ready to collect from school next Wednesday, 14th August.  Orders can be collected between 2.30 – 
3.30pm. 
 

   

Edition 23 – August 7TH 2019 

  

Respect Responsibility Doing Your Best Care and Compassion 
 

Contact Us:      56 647 382        e:tarwin.valley.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au w:www.tarwinvalleyps.vic.edu.au 

Supervision Times:     8:15  Mornings Duty                 -4:00 Afternoon Bus Duty   Assembly: Wednesdays 3pm 

CALENDAR 
This week 7/8 – 14/8 
Aug 8th –  Y3-6 Prom trip consent due 
Aug 11th – Parent Opinion Survey closes 
Aug 14th  - Pies Distributed, 2.30-3.30 
 
Upcoming 
Aug 15th – Years 3-6 Wilson’s Prom trip 
 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
The newsletter is compiled on Monday 
afternoons. All items need to be 
submitted by 1:50pm to be included. 
 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 
 Wyatt G for more independent writing. 
 Sophie M for her consistent use of Tier 2 vocabulary across a variety of topics.  
 Keerah P for kind and thoughtful way she interacts with her peers on a daily basis. 
 Makayla H for going to the ‘dip’ during spelling sorts and asking for help to get out of it. 
 Lochlan W for always making great decisions with his learning. 

PRINCIPAL’S AWARD 
   Tara S for the amazing resilience she has demonstrated at school this year. 

YARD DRAW AWARD 
   Braydon P for cleaning up the basketball court. 

HOUSE POINTS  Weekly winner:  Waratah      Overall Winner:    Bluegum 
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 SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 
Last Tuesday evening the 30th of July school council met together for our first meeting of Term 3. It was great to 
welcome back Gene Vanderzalm after his Cambodian adventures. 
 

After getting through the correspondence, principals and curriculum reports, we devoted the majority of our time to 
our new sub committees. Our Grants committee and Buildings and Grounds committee are working closely together 
to achieve some of the items on our schools ‘wishlist’. Our top priorities at present are; 

 An outdoor amphitheatre and stage 
 New school signage 
 Upgrades to our kitchen garden 

The amphitheatre will be used for both school and community gatherings. We are currently writing a grant, which if 
successful, will cover some of these costs. We are also looking to develop a big sign at the front of our school. This 
new signage will be finalised once we finish meeting with all stakeholders regarding a possible name change and the 
opening of the new building. School council welcomes feedback and suggestions on both of these projects. 
 

Our Community committee has been finalising the pie orders for the Bread and Pickles fundraising pie drive and is 
gathering together ideas on ways our school can be involved in the Meeniyan Garlic Festival next February. As part 
of this, we will be putting together a cookbook, (with a garlic section of course!) which will ideally be ready just 
before Christmas. So please gather together any favourite recipes and be ready to join in with this fun project. 
As always, school council is open to ideas, suggestions and feedback from our school community, so please come 
and chat with any of us, anytime! 
 
TERM 3 MARC PREVIEW 
In Term 3 we will be using newly published books, heightening children’s awareness that picture fiction, fiction and 
nonfiction books are regularly published by new and established authors. It is exciting to read a new book that has 
just ‘hit the literary world’. We value the importance of being read to and reading independently. Our teaching 
lessons have a learning goal and provide a learning intention and expected success criteria. Discussion and 
questioning are initiated and actioned and students are expected to work to complete set tasks. 
 

In weeks 2 to 6 fifteen books chosen by the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia will be shared with all students. The CBCA 
promotes books of high literary, factual and artistic content. A 
selection of books from the different categories is as follows 
and these, with others, have been included in our planned 
teaching sessions. As teachers we support and highlight this 
year’s CBCA theme for book week, ‘Reading is my Secret 
Power’.  
For Older Readers:  Lenny’s Book of Everything by Karen 
Foxlee. 
Picture Story Books for Younger readers:  Rainbow Bear by 
Stephen Michael King. 
Picture story books:  Chalk Boy by Margaret Wild. 
The Eva Pownell Award:  Bouncing Back: An Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot Story by Rohan Cleave. Books shortlisted for this 
award contain documented factual material with consideration 
given to imaginative presentation, interpretation and variation 
of style. 
The award for new illustrators:  Australian Birds by Matt Chun. 
 

In weeks 7 and 8 Junior students will focus on learning about 
the parts of a nonfiction book and older students will revisit 
the Dewey system. 
In weeks 9 and 10 all teaching sessions will again expose 
students to the joys of new literature, the ideas presented by 
the author and how the author and illustrator work together.  
Titles will include ‘Horatio Squeak’ by Karen Foxlee, ‘Leonard 
Doesn’t Dance’ by Frances Watts and ‘One Careless Night’ by 
Christina Booth. 
Our focus for this term is as always: to develop the love of 
literature and provide opportunities to learn about and use 
Library skills. 
Yours in Reading, Jeanette Johnson and Sophie Callcott. 

STAFF PROFILE OF THE WEEK 

Year 3/4 Teacher 
 

 
Where did you grow up?   

I grew up in Stony Creek, went to high school in 
Melbourne for dance, travelled overseas to Canada 
for University.  I lived and worked in France, Dubai 

and Canada before returning home last year. 
 

What is your favourite past time?   
Watching waves crash onto rocks and sleeping  

 

What was your favourite subject in school? 

Maths 
 

What are you looking forward to this year 
at TVPS?     

Creating and working with students in our new 
Inclusive Learning space. 

 

How long have you been involved with 

TVPS?  I have been teaching here since Term 1 
this year but I went to school here when I was in 

primary school. 
 

What do you love about TVPS?   
The warm inviting atmosphere 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The following Community News articles promote community connections and communications. 
They are not considered school activities 

 
SpikeZone Junior Volleyball: 
For ages 8-19 
Spikezone is a fun way for children of all abilities to learn the skills of volleyball.  It is a non contact sport with all 
equipment provided.  
When: starting Thursday 28th July from 6 – 7.15 pm 
Cost: $66.50 per season, includes yearly volleyball insurance and door entry 
Where: SPLASH, Roughead Street, Leongatha 
Contact:  Tom (BH) 5658 1043        Jess 0447 262 522        e: southgippslandvolleyball@outlook.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS 
WHAT WE EXPECT AT TARWIN VALLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 Everyone connected to our school can help children be safe. 

 We have zero tolerance of any abuse of children. 

 We have policies and procedures in place to protect the care, safety and welfare of children. 

 There are clear boundaries about how adults in our school community may interact with our students. 

 The new Child Safe Standards go further than child protection arrangements did in the past. 

 The Child Safe Standards apply to school staff, volunteers, contractors, visitors and students’ family 

members. 

 Keeping children safe is everyone’s responsibility. 

 We want to ensure you know how we are keeping your children safe at school, and how we would like you 

to support us. 

 Unsupervised contractors will be asked about their child safety arrangements as a condition of working with 

us if they work with children enrolled in the school (or children can reasonably be expected to be present 

while they are at the school. 

Please see further information on Child Safe Standards on our school website. 
Community members are encouraged to raise any concerns about child abuse with the Principal or report directly 

to Child Protection / Police. 


